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(57) ABSTRACT

A surgical stapler includes and end effector configured to
receive an upper staple cartridge and a lower staple cartridge.
The lower staple cartridge includes staple drivers disposed at
anon-perpendicular or oblique angle. The staple drivers may
be oppositely angled relative to the perpendicular. The staple
drivers may further be coupled to an actuation member that
pivots the staple drivers to the perpendicular prior to stapling.
The actuation members may be actuated by the firing bar
and/or by a wedge sled. The upper staple cartridge may also
include angled staple drivers that are pivotable to the perpen-
dicular. The upper staple cartridge and/or the lower staple
cartridge may also include staple forming pockets. Alterna-
tively, one staple driver may be perpendicular and second
staple driver may be at anon-perpendicular angle. The second
staple driver may be actuated into an angled stamped recess.
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DUAL STAPLE CARTRIDGE FOR SURGICAL
STAPLER

BACKGROUND

In some settings, endoscopic surgical instruments may be
preferred over traditional open surgical devices since a
smaller incision may reduce the post-operative recovery time
and complications. Consequently, some endoscopic surgical
instruments may be suitable for placement of a distal end
effector ata desired surgical site through a cannula of a trocar.
These distal end effectors may engage tissue in a number of
ways to achieve a diagnostic or therapeutic effect (e.g.,
endocutter, grasper, cutter, stapler, clip applier, access device,
drug/gene therapy delivery device, and energy delivery
device using ultrasound, RF, laser, etc.). Endoscopic surgical
instruments may include a shaft between the end effector and
a handle portion, which is manipulated by the clinician. Such
a shaft may enable insertion to a desired depth and rotation
about the longitudinal axis of the shaft, thereby facilitating
positioning of the end effector within the patient. Positioning
of an end effector may be further facilitated through inclusion
of'one or more articulation joints or features, enabling the end
effector to be selectively articulated or otherwise deflected
relative to the longitudinal axis of the shaft.

Examples of endoscopic surgical instruments include sur-
gical staplers. Some such staplers are operable to clamp down
on layers of tissue, cut through the clamped layers of tissue,
and drive staples through the layers of tissue to substantially
seal the severed layers of tissue together near the severed ends
of the tissue layers. Merely exemplary surgical staplers are
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,805,823, entitled “Pocket Con-
figuration for Internal Organ Staplers,” issued Feb. 21, 1989;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,415,334, entitled “Surgical Stapler and Staple
Cartridge,” issued May 16, 1995; U.S. Pat. No. 5,465,895,
entitled “Surgical Stapler Instrument,” issued Nov. 14, 1995;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,597,107, entitled “Surgical Stapler Instru-
ment,” issued Jan. 28, 1997; U.S. Pat. No. 5,632,432, entitled
“Surgical Instrument,” issued May 27, 1997; U.S. Pat. No.
5,673,840, entitled “Surgical Instrument,” issued Oct. 7,
1997, U.S. Pat. No. 5,704,534, entitled “Articulation Assem-
bly for Surgical Instruments,” issued Jan. 6, 1998; U.S. Pat.
No. 5,814,055, entitled “Surgical Clamping Mechanism,”
issued Sep. 29, 1998; U.S. Pat. No. 6,978,921, entitled “Sur-
gical Stapling Instrument Incorporating an E-Beam Firing
Mechanism,” issued Dec. 27, 2005; U.S. Pat. No. 7,000,818,
entitled “Surgical Stapling Instrument Having Separate Dis-
tinct Closing and Firing Systems,” issued Feb. 21, 2006; U.S.
Pat. No. 7,143,923, entitled “Surgical Stapling Instrument
Having a Firing Lockout for an Unclosed Anvil,” issued Dec.
5,2006; U.S. Pat. No. 7,303,108, entitled “Surgical Stapling
Instrument Incorporating a Multi-Stroke Firing Mechanism
with a Flexible Rack,” issued Dec. 4, 2007; U.S. Pat. No.
7,367,485, entitled “Surgical Stapling Instrument Incorporat-
ing a Multistroke Firing Mechanism Having a Rotary Trans-
mission,” issued May 6, 2008; U.S. Pat. No. 7,380,695,
entitled “Surgical Stapling Instrument Having a Single Lock-
out Mechanism for Prevention of Firing,” issued Jun. 3, 2008;
U.S. Pat. No. 7,380,696, entitled “Articulating Surgical Sta-
pling Instrument Incorporating a Two-Piece E-Beam Firing
Mechanism,” issued Jun. 3, 2008; U.S. Pat. No. 7,404,508,
entitled “Surgical Stapling and Cutting Device,” issued Jul.
29,2008; U.S. Pat. No. 7,434,715, entitled “Surgical Stapling
Instrument Having Multistroke Firing with Opening Lock-
out,” issued Oct. 14, 2008; and U.S. Pat. No. 7,721,930,
entitled “Disposable Cartridge with Adhesive for Use with a
Stapling Device,” issued May 25, 2010. The disclosure of
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2

each of the above-cited U.S. Patents is incorporated by refer-
ence herein. While the surgical staplers referred to above are
described as being used in endoscopic procedures, it should
be understood that such surgical staplers may also be used in
open procedures and/or other non-endoscopic procedures.

While various kinds of surgical stapling instruments and
associated components have been made and used, it is
believed that no one prior to the inventor(s) has made or used
the invention described in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention, and, together with the general descrip-
tion of the invention given above, and the detailed description
of the embodiments given below, serve to explain the prin-
ciples of the present invention.

FIG. 1A depicts a perspective view of an articulating sur-
gical instrument with an end effector in a nonarticulated
position;

FIG. 1B depicts a perspective view of the surgical instru-
ment of FIG. 1A with an end effector in an articulated posi-
tion;

FIG. 2 depicts a perspective view of an opened end effector
of the surgical instrument of FIGS. 1A-1B;

FIG. 3A depicts a side cross-sectional view of the end
effector of FIG. 2, taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 2, with the
firing bar in a proximal position;

FIG. 3B depicts a side cross-sectional view of the end
effector of FIG. 2, taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 2, but showing
the firing bar in a distal position;

FIG. 4 depicts an end cross-sectional view of the end effec-
tor of FIG. 2, taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 depicts an exploded perspective view of the end
effector of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 depicts aperspective view of the end effector of FIG.
2, positioned at tissue and having been actuated once in the
tissue;

FIG.7A depicts a front elevation cross-sectional view of an
exemplary end effector having an exemplary lower cartridge
and upper cartridge;

FIG. 7B depicts a front elevation cross-sectional view of
the end effector of FIG. 7A, showing the firing bar extending
through a vertical slot in the lower cartridge and the upper
cartridge;

FIG. 7C depicts a front elevation cross-sectional view of
the end effector of FIG. 7A, showing an exemplary upper
wedge sled and lower wedge sled camming the staple drivers;

FIG. 8A depicts a front elevation cross-sectional view of an
exemplary alternative end effector having an exemplary alter-
native lower cartridge and upper cartridge; and

FIG. 8B depicts a front elevation cross-sectional view of
the end effector of FIG. 8A, showing an exemplary upper
wedge sled and lower wedge sled camming the staple drivers.

The drawings are not intended to be limiting in any way,
and it is contemplated that various embodiments of the inven-
tion may be carried out in a variety of other ways, including
those not necessarily depicted in the drawings. The accom-
panying drawings incorporated in and forming a part of the
specification illustrate several aspects of the present inven-
tion, and together with the description serve to explain the
principles of the invention; it being understood, however, that
this invention is not limited to the precise arrangements
shown.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description of certain examples of the inven-
tion should not be used to limit the scope of the present
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invention. Other examples, features, aspects, embodiments,
and advantages of the invention will become apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following description, which is by
way of illustration, one of the best modes contemplated for
carrying out the invention. As will be realized, the invention is
capable of other different and obvious aspects, all without
departing from the invention. Accordingly, the drawings and
descriptions should be regarded as illustrative in nature and
not restrictive.

1. Exemplary Surgical Stapler

FIGS. 1-6 depict an exemplary surgical stapling and sev-
ering instrument (10) that is sized for insertion, in a nonar-
ticulated state as depicted in FIG. 1A, through a trocar can-
nula passageway to a surgical site in a patient for performing
a surgical procedure. Surgical stapling and severing instru-
ment (10) includes handle portion (20) connected to imple-
ment portion (22), the latter further comprising shaft (23)
distally terminating in an articulation mechanism (11) and a
distally attached end effector (12). Once articulation mecha-
nism (11) and end effector (12) are inserted through the
cannula passageway of a trocar, articulation mechanism (11)
may be remotely articulated, as depicted in FIG. 1B, by
articulation control (13). Thereby, end effector (12) may
reach behind an organ or approach tissue from a desired angle
or for other reasons. It should be understood that terms such
as “proximal” and “distal” are used herein with reference to a
clinician gripping handle portion (20) of instrument (10).
Thus, end effector (12) is distal with respect to the more
proximal handle portion (20). It will be further appreciated
that for convenience and clarity, spatial terms such as “verti-
cal” and “horizontal” are used herein with respect to the
drawings. However, surgical instruments are used in many
orientations and positions, and these terms are not intended to
be limiting and absolute.

End effector (12) of the present example includes a lower
jaw (16) and a pivotable anvil (18). Handle portion (20)
includes pistol grip (24) toward which closure trigger (26) is
pivotally drawn by the clinician to cause clamping, or closing,
of the anvil (18) toward lower jaw (16) of end effector (12).
Such closing of anvil (18) is provided through an outmost
closure sleeve (32), which longitudinally translates relative to
handle portion (20) in response to pivoting of closure trigger
(26) relative to pistol grip (24). A distal closure ring (33) of
closure sleeve (32) is indirectly supported by frame (34) of
implement portion (22). At articulation mechanism (11), a
proximal closure tube (35) of closure sleeve (32) communi-
cates with the distal closure ring (33). Frame (34) is flexibly
attached to lower jaw (16) via articulation mechanism (11),
enabling articulation in a single plane. Frame (34) also lon-
gitudinally slidingly supports a firing drive member (not
shown) that extends through shaft (23) and communicates a
firing motion from firing trigger (28) to firing bar (14). Firing
trigger (28) is farther outboard of closure trigger (26) and is
pivotally drawn by the clinician to cause the stapling and
severing of clamped tissue in end effector (12), as will be
described in greater detail below. Thereafter, release button
(30) is depressed to release the tissue from end effector (12).

FIGS. 2-5 depict end effector (12) employing an E-beam
firing bar (14) to perform a number of functions. As best seen
in FIGS. 3A-3B, firing bar (14) includes a transversely ori-
ented upper pin (38), a firing bar cap (44), a transversely
oriented middle pin (46), and a distally presented cutting edge
(48). Upper pin (38) is positioned and translatable within an
anvil pocket (40) of anvil (18). Firing bar cap (44) slidably
engages a lower surface of lower jaw (16) by having firing bar
(14) extend through channel slot (45) (shown in FIG. 3B) that
is formed through lower jaw (16). Middle pin (46) slidingly
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engages a top surface of lower jaw (16), cooperating with
firing bar cap (44). Thereby, firing bar (14) affirmatively
spaces end effector (12) during firing, overcoming pinching
that may occur between anvil (18) and lower jaw (16) with a
minimal amount of clamped tissue and overcoming staple
malformation with an excessive amount of clamped tissue.

FIG. 2 shows firing bar (14) proximally positioned and
anvil (18) pivoted to an open position, allowing an unspent
staple cartridge (37) to be removably installed into a channel
of'lower jaw (16). As best seen in FIGS. 4-5, staple cartridge
(37) of this example includes a cartridge body (70), which
presents an upper deck (72) and is coupled with a lower
cartridge tray (74). As best seen in FIG. 2, a vertical slot (49)
is formed through part of staple cartridge (37). As also best
seen in FIG. 2, three rows of staple apertures (51) are formed
through upper deck (72) on one side of vertical slot (49), with
another set of three rows of staple apertures (51) being formed
through upper deck (72) on the other side of vertical slot (49).
Referring back to FIGS. 3-5, a wedge sled (41) and a plurality
of staple drivers (43) are captured between cartridge body
(70) and tray (74), with wedge sled (41) being located proxi-
mal to staple drivers (43). Wedge sled (41) is movable longi-
tudinally within staple cartridge (37); while staple drivers
(43) are movable vertically within staple cartridge (37).
Staples (47) are also positioned within cartridge body (70),
above corresponding staple drivers (43). In particular, each
staple (47) is driven vertically within cartridge body (70) by a
staple driver (43) to drive staple (47) out through an associ-
ated staple aperture (51). As best seen in FIGS. 3A-3B and 5,
wedge sled (41) presents inclined cam surfaces that urge
staple drivers (43) upwardly as wedge sled (41) is driven
distally through staple cartridge (37).

With end effector (12) closed as depicted in FIG. 3A, firing
bar (14) is advanced in engagement with anvil (18) by having
upper pin (38) enter a longitudinal anvil slot (42). A pusher
block (80) is located at the distal end of firing bar (14), and is
configured to engage wedge sled (41) such that wedge sled
(41) is pushed distally by pusher block (80) as firing bar (14)
is advanced distally through staple cartridge (37). During
such firing, cutting edge (48) of firing bar (14) enters vertical
slot (49) of staple cartridge (37), severing tissue clamped
between staple cartridge (37) and anvil (18). As shown in
FIGS. 3A-3B, middle pin (46) and pusher block (80) together
actuate staple cartridge (37) by entering into slot (49) within
staple cartridge (37), driving wedge sled (41) into upward
camming contact with staple drivers (43) that in turn drive
staples (47) out through staple apertures (51) and into form-
ing contact with staple forming pockets (53) on the inner
surface of anvil (18). FIG. 3B depicts firing bar (14) fully
distally translated after completing severing and stapling tis-
sue.

FIG. 6 shows end effector (12) having been actuated
through a single stroke through tissue (90). Cutting edge (48)
has cut through tissue (90), while staple drivers (43) have
driven three alternating rows of staples (47) through the tissue
(90) on each side of the cut line produced by cutting edge (48).
Staples (47) are all oriented substantially parallel to the cut
line in this example, though it should be understood that
staples (47) may be positioned at any suitable orientations. In
the present example, end effector (12) is withdrawn from the
trocar after the first stroke is complete, spent staple cartridge
(37) is replaced with a new staple cartridge, and end effector
(12) is then again inserted through the trocar to reach the
stapling site for further cutting and stapling. This process may
be repeated until the desired amount of cuts and staples (47)
have been provided. Anvil (18) may need to be closed to
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facilitate insertion and withdrawal through the trocar; and
anvil (18) may need to be opened to facilitate replacement of
staple cartridge (37).

It should be understood that cutting edge (48) may sever
tissue substantially contemporaneously with staples (47)
being driven through tissue during each actuation stroke. In
the present example, cutting edge (48) just slightly lags
behind driving of staples (47), such that a staple (47) is driven
through the tissue just before cutting edge (48) passes through
the same region of tissue, though it should be understood that
this order may be reversed or that cutting edge (48) may be
directly synchronized with adjacent staples. While FIG. 6
shows end effector (12) being actuated in two layers (92, 94)
of tissue (90), it should be understood that end effector (12)
may be actuated through a single layer of tissue (90) or more
than two layers (92, 94) of tissue. It should also be understood
that the formation and positioning of staples (47) adjacent to
the cut line produced by cutting edge (48) may substantially
seal the tissue at the cut line, thereby reducing or preventing
bleeding and/or leaking of other bodily fluids at the cut line.
Various suitable settings and procedures in which instrument
(10) may be used will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art in view of the teachings herein.

It should be understood that instrument (10) may be con-
figured and operable in accordance with any of the teachings
of U.S. Pat. No. 4,805,823; U.S. Pat. No. 5,415,334; U.S. Pat.
No. 5,465,895; U.S. Pat. No. 5,597,107; U.S. Pat. No. 5,632,
432; U.S. Pat. No. 5,673,840; U.S. Pat. No. 5,704,534; U.S.
Pat. No. 5,814,055; U.S. Pat. No. 6,978,921; U.S. Pat. No.
7,000,818; U.S. Pat. No. 7,143,923; U.S. Pat. No. 7,303,108;
U.S. Pat. No. 7,367,485; U.S. Pat. No. 7,380,695; U.S. Pat.
No. 7,380,696; U.S. Pat. No. 7,404,508; U.S. Pat. No. 7,434,
715; and/or U.S. Pat. No. 7,721,930.

As noted above, the disclosures of each of those patents are
incorporated by reference herein. Additional exemplary
modifications that may be provided for instrument (10) will
be described in greater detail below. Various suitable ways in
which the below teachings may be incorporated into instru-
ment (10) will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art.
Similarly, various suitable ways in which the below teachings
may be combined with various teachings of the patents cited
herein will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art. It
should also be understood that the below teachings are not
limited to instrument (10) or devices taught in the patents
cited herein. The below teachings may be readily applied to
various other kinds of instruments, including instruments that
would not be classified as surgical staplers. Various other
suitable devices and settings in which the below teachings
may be applied will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art in view of the teachings herein.

II. Exemplary Dual Staple Cartridges

In some instances it may be useful to utilize dual staple
cartridges (37). For instance, it may be useful to have a bottom
staple cartridge (37) and a top staple cartridge (37) inserted
into end effector (12) to staple tissue (90) from an opposing
direction. In addition, the use of opposing staples may further
promote secure coupling of material to both sides of tissue
(90). In some instances, it may also be useful to angle staples
(47). Such angled staples (47) may permit the vertical dimen-
sion of staple cartridges (37) to be reduced. While the follow-
ing describes merely illustrative examples of dual staple car-
tridge configurations, other suitable configurations will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art in view of the
teachings herein.
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A. Exemplary Rotatable Staple Driver Dual Staple Car-
tridges

FIGS. 7A-7C depict an exemplary end effector (100) con-
figured to receive a lower cartridge (120) and an upper car-
tridge (160). It should be understood that instrument (10) may
be readily modified to incorporate end effector (100). In the
present example, end effector (100) includes a lower jaw
(102) and a pivotable upper jaw (110). End eftector (100) is
coupled to handle portion (20), described above. In particular,
a clinician may pivotally draw closure trigger (26) toward
pistol grip (24)to cause clamping, or closing, of the upper jaw
(110) toward lower jaw (102) of end effector (100). In the
present example, lower jaw (102) defines a lower recess (104)
configured to receive lower cartridge (120). In some versions
lower jaw (102) further includes detents (106) or snap fea-
tures that are configured to selectively couple lower cartridge
(120) to lower jaw (102). In addition or in the alternative,
lower jaw (102) may include an open distal end and longitu-
dinal rails (not shown) onto or below which lower cartridge
(120) may be slid. Lower jaw (102) and/or lower cartridge
(120) may include detents or snap features at a distal end to
selectively couple lower cartridge (120) to lower jaw (102)
when lower cartridge (120) is slid proximally along the lon-
gitudinal rails. Of course other configurations for inserting
and coupling lower cartridge (120) to lower jaw (102) will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the
teachings herein.

Upper jaw (110) defines an upper recess (112) configured
to receive upper cartridge (160). In some versions upper jaw
(110) further includes detents (114) or snap features that are
configured to selectively couple upper cartridge (160) to
upper jaw (110). In addition or in the alternative, upper jaw
(110) may include an open distal end and longitudinal rails
(not shown) onto or above which upper cartridge (160) may
be slid. Upper jaw (110) and/or upper cartridge (160) may
include detents or snap features at a distal end to selectively
couple upper cartridge (160) to upper jaw (110) when upper
cartridge (160) is slid proximally along the longitudinal rails.
Of course other configurations for inserting and coupling
upper cartridge (160) to upper jaw (110) will be apparent to
one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings herein.

Lower cartridge (120) of the present example comprises a
cartridge body (122), anupper deck (124), a plurality of staple
apertures (130), a plurality of staple drivers (140), and a
vertical slot (126). Lower cartridge (120) may be further
constructed in accordance with at least some of the teachings
of cartridges (37, 160, 220, 260) described herein. As shown
in FIG. 7A, upper deck (124) includes vertical slot (126)
formed along a longitudinal axis of lower cartridge (120) and
four staple apertures (130) formed therein—two staple aper-
tures (130) formed on each side of vertical slot (126). It
should be understood that the four staple apertures (130) are
a part of four rows of staple apertures (130) extending longi-
tudinally along lower cartridge (120). Moreover, any number
of'rows of staple apertures (130) may be formed in upper deck
(124), and the four rows of staple apertures (130) are merely
exemplary. In addition, staple apertures (130) may be dis-
posed about vertical slot (126) in a variety of configurations.
For instance, staple apertures (130) may be symmetrically
disposed about vertical slot (126) or staple apertures (130)
may be asymmetrically disposed about vertical slot (126). By
way of example only, for a curved end effector (100), three
staple apertures (130) may be disposed on one side of vertical
slot (126) and a single staple aperture (130) may be disposed
on the opposing side.

Upper deck (124) of the present example further comprises
staple forming pockets (128) into which staples (190) are
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cammed via staple drivers (180) of upper cartridge (160), as
will be described in more detail below. In the present
example, each staple aperture (130) is further defined by an
angled interior wall (132) and a vertical exterior wall (134).
Alternatively, walls (132, 134) may include arcuate walls. Of
course other configurations and orientations for staple aper-
tures (130) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
in view of the teachings herein. Vertical slot (126) extends
longitudinally through upper deck (124) and cartridge body
(122) such that firing bar (14) is actuatable therethrough. In
some versions vertical slot (126) is a longitudinally straight
slot while in other versions vertical slot (126) may be curved
along the longitudinal axis for a curved end effector (100).

Staple drivers (140) of the present example are disposed
within cartridge body (122) and are vertically movable mem-
bers within lower cartridge (120). In some versions staple
drivers (140) are selectively coupled within cartridge body
(122) such that staple drivers (140) are prevented from inad-
vertently actuating relative to cartridge body (122) until a
lower wedge sled (192), described below, engages staple
drivers (140). For instance, staple drivers (140) may be adhe-
sively attached to cartridge body (122). In other versions,
staple drivers (140) may each include a tab (not shown) that is
insertable into a slot (not shown) formed in cartridge body
(122) such that an interference fit or detent fit is formed.
Accordingly, staple drivers (140) are selectively secured rela-
tive to cartridge body (122) even if the user rotates or inverts
end effector (100). Of course other selectively coupleable
configurations will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the
art in view of the teachings herein.

In the present example, a plurality of staples (190) are also
disposed within cartridge body (122) and are disposed above
corresponding staple drivers (140). In particular, each staple
(190) is driven vertically within cartridge body (122) by a
respective staple driver (140) to drive staple (190) out through
an associated staple aperture (130). In some versions staples
(190) are selectively coupled to staple drivers (140) such that
staples (190) are prevented from inadvertently actuating rela-
tive to staple drivers (140) until lower wedge sled (192),
described below, engages staple drivers (140) to expel staples
(190) out of staple apertures (130). For instance, staples (190)
may be adhesively attached to staple drivers (140). In other
versions, staples (190) may each include a tab (not shown)
that is insertable into a slot (not shown) formed in staple
drivers (140) such that an interference fit is formed. Further
still, a snap feature may be included on staple drivers (140) to
retain staple (190) with staple driver (140) until deployed. In
some versions, staple drivers (140) may include a release tab
(not shown) that engages a tab (not shown) on cartridge body
(122) to release staple (190) as staple drivers (140) are actu-
ated vertically. Such a tab on cartridge body (122) may be at
or near upper deck (124) such that staples (190) are released
only when staple driver (140) is at its vertical actuation peak.
Accordingly, staples (190) are selectively secured relative to
staple drivers (140) even if the user rotates or inverts end
effector (100). In addition to or in lieu of being secured to
staple drivers (140), staples (190) may be selectively secured
to cartridge body (122), such as by an interference fit and/or
otherwise through friction.

In the present example, staple drivers (140) further com-
prise an actuation member (142) pivotally coupled to one or
more staple drivers (140) and operable to move staple drivers
(140) relative to cartridge body (122). As shown in FIG. 7A,
each actuation member (142) comprises a rod that is pivotally
coupled to two staple drivers (140). In the present example, a
first actuation member (142) is pivotally coupled to a first set
of'two staple drivers (140) on a first side of vertical slot (126).
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A second actuation member (142) is pivotally coupled to a
second set of two staple drivers (140) on the opposing side of
vertical slot (126). As will be discussed in more detail herein,
actuation members (142) are configured to be cammed out-
wardly relative to cartridge body (122) by firing bar (14) such
that staple drivers (140) pivot from a first position, in which
staple drivers (140) are at an angle relative to upper deck
(124), to a second position, in which staple drivers (140) are
substantially perpendicular relative to upper deck (124).
Accordingly, the vertical dimension of lower cartridge (120)
may be reduced. In addition, longer staples (190) may be
included in lower cartridge (120) due to the initial angling of
staples (190). In other words, cartridge (120) may accommo-
date relatively larger staples (190) than cartridge (37), with-
out having to increase the outer diameter of end effector
(100). Furthermore, lower jaw (102) and upper jaw (110) may
be sized to permit more tissue (90) therebetween due to the
reduced lower cartridge (120) size. Of course other configu-
rations for staple drivers (140) and/or actuation members
(142) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art in view
of the teachings herein. It should also be understood that
staples (190) may be initially oriented at an oblique angle,
like staples (190) of this example or otherwise, even in ver-
sions where anvil (18) is used instead of upper cartridge
(160).

Upper cartridge (160) of the present example comprises a
cartridge body (162), a lower deck (164), a plurality of staple
apertures (170), a plurality of staple drivers (180), and a
vertical slot (166). Upper cartridge (160) may be further
constructed in accordance with at least some of the teachings
of cartridges (37, 120, 220, 260) described herein. As shown
in FIG. 7A, lower deck (164) includes vertical slot (166)
formed along a longitudinal axis of upper cartridge (160) and
a pair of staple apertures (170) formed therein—one staple
aperture (170) formed on each side of vertical slot (166). It
should be understood that the two staple apertures (170) are a
part of two rows of staple apertures (130) extending longitu-
dinally along upper cartridge (160). Moreover, any number of
rows of staple apertures (170) may be formed in lower deck
(164), and the two rows of staple apertures (170) are merely
exemplary. In addition, staple apertures (170) may be dis-
posed about vertical slot (166) in a variety of configurations.
For instance, staple apertures (170) may be symmetrically
disposed about vertical slot (166) or staple apertures (170)
may be asymmetrically disposed about vertical slot (166). By
way of example only, for a curved end eftector (100), both
staple apertures (170) may be disposed on the same side of
vertical slot (166).

Lower deck (164) further comprises staple forming pock-
ets (168) into which staples (190) are cammed via staple
drivers (140) of lower cartridge (120), described below. In the
present example, each staple aperture (170) is further defined
by an angled interior wall (172) and a vertical exterior wall
(174). Alternatively, walls (172, 174) may include arcuate
walls. Of course other configurations and orientations for
staple apertures (170) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill
in the art in view of the teachings herein. Vertical slot (166)
extends longitudinally through lower deck (164) and car-
tridge body (162) such that firing bar (14) is actuatable there-
through. In some versions vertical slot (166) is a longitudi-
nally straight slot while in other versions vertical slot (166)
may be curved along the longitudinal axis for a curved end
effector (100).

Staple drivers (180) of the present example are disposed
within cartridge body (162) and are vertically movable mem-
bers within upper cartridge (160). In some versions staple
drivers (180) are selectively coupled within cartridge body
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(162) such that staple drivers (180) are prevented from actu-
ating relative to cartridge body (162) until an upper wedge
sled (196), described below, engages staple drivers (180). For
instance, staple drivers (180) may be adhesively attached to
cartridge body (162). In other versions, staple drivers (180)
may each include atab (not shown) that is insertable into a slot
(not shown) formed in cartridge body (162) such that an
interference fit or detent fit is formed. Accordingly, staple
drivers (180) are selectively secured relative to cartridge body
(162) such that staple drivers (180) do not move due to the
force of gravity. Of course other selectively coupleable con-
figurations will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
in view of the teachings herein.

In the present example, a plurality of staples (190) are also
disposed within cartridge body (162) and are disposed below
corresponding staple drivers (180), as shown in FIG. 7A. In
particular, each staple (190) is driven vertically within car-
tridge body (162) by a respective staple driver (180) to drive
staple (190) out through an associated staple aperture (170).
In some versions staples (190) are selectively coupled to
staple drivers (180) such that staples (190) are prevented from
inadvertently actuating relative to staple drivers (180) until
upper wedge sled (196), described below, engages staple
drivers (180) to expel staples (190) out of staple apertures
(170). For instance, staples (190) may be adhesively attached
to staple drivers (180). In other versions, staples (190) may
each include atab (not shown) that is insertable into a slot (not
shown) formed in staple drivers (180) such that an interfer-
ence fitis formed. Further still, a snap feature may be included
on staple drivers (180) to retain staple (190) with staple driver
(180) until deployed. In some versions, staple drivers (180)
may include a release tab (not shown) that engages a tab (not
shown) on cartridge body (162) to release staple (190) as
staple drivers (180) are actuated. Such a tab on cartridge body
(162) may be at or near lower deck (164) such that staples
(190) are released only when staple driver (180) is at the end
of its actuation movement. Accordingly, staples (190) are
selectively secured relative to staple drivers (180) such that
staples (190) do not disengage from staple drivers (180) due
to the force of gravity. In addition to or in lieu of being secured
to staple drivers (180), staples (190) may be selectively
secured to cartridge body (162), such as by an interference fit
and/or otherwise through friction.

In the present example, staple drivers (180) further com-
prise an actuation member (182) pivotally coupled to one or
more staple drivers (180) and operable to move staple drivers
(180) relative to cartridge body (162). As shown in FIG. 7A,
each actuation member (182) comprises a rod that is pivotally
coupled to a staple driver (180). In the present example, a first
actuation member (182) is pivotally coupled to a first staple
driver (180) on a first side of vertical slot (166). A second
actuation member (182) is pivotally coupled to a second
staple driver (180) on the opposing side of vertical slot (166).
As will be discussed in more detail herein, actuation members
(182) are configured to be cammed outwardly relative to
cartridge body (162) by firing bar (14) such that staple drivers
(180) pivot from a first position, in which staple drivers (180)
are at an angle relative to lower deck (164), to a second
position, in which staple drivers (180) are substantially per-
pendicular relative to upper deck (164). Accordingly, the
vertical dimension of upper cartridge (160) may be reduced.
In addition, longer staples (190) may be included in upper
cartridge (160) due to the initial angling of staples (190). In
other words, cartridge (160) may accommodate relatively
larger staples (190) than cartridge (37), without having to
increase the outer diameter of end effector (100). Further-
more, lower jaw (102) and upper jaw (110) may be sized to
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permit more tissue (90) therebetween due to the reduced
upper cartridge (160) size. Of course other configurations for
staple drivers (180) and/or actuation members (182) will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the
teachings herein.

FIGS. 7A-7C depict the firing of firing bar (14) through
lower and upper cartridges (120, 160) to deploy staples (190)
into tissue (90). As shown in FIG. 7A, tissue (90) is secured
between lower jaw (102) and upper jaw (110) after closure
trigger (26) has been actuated. In this initial position, actua-
tion members (142, 182) have not been engaged by firing bar
(14), so staple drivers (140, 180) are at an angle relative to
cartridge bodies (122, 162), respectively. As discussed previ-
ously, frame (34) longitudinally slidingly supports a firing
drive member that extends through shaft (23) and communi-
cates a firing motion from firing trigger (28) to firing bar (14),
as shown in FIGS. 1-5. When firing trigger (28) is actuated by
a user, firing bar (14) advances distally relative to handle
portion (20). As shown in FIG. 7B, cutting edge (48) of firing
bar (14) advances distally to simultaneously sever tissue (90)
and cam actuation members (142, 182) outwardly relative to
firing bar (14). As a result, staple drivers (140, 180) are
pivoted by actuation members (142, 182) and walls (134,
174) such that staple drivers (140, 180) are substantially
vertical relative to upper and lower decks (124, 164). As also
shown in FIG. 7B, firing bar (14) includes a pair of flanges on
the top and bottom ends of firing bar (14) that slide along
exterior channels of the lower and upper jaws (102, 110). As
will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art, the flanges
cooperatively compress bottom and upper jaws (102, 110)
together to further secure tissue (90) therebetween as firing
bar (14) is actuated distally.

With staple drivers (140, 180) in a substantially vertical
orientation, as shown in FIG. 7C, a lower wedge sled (192)
and an upper wedge sled (196) are advanced distally through
lower cartridge (120) and upper cartridge (160), respectively.
Lower wedge sled (192) of the present example comprises
four ramped members (194) coupled to a base member (195).
Ramped members (194) are configured to cam staple drivers
(140) vertically relative to upper deck (124). Of course, as
with staple apertures (130), lower wedge sled (192) may have
less than four or more than four ramped members (194).
Upper wedge sled (196) of the present example comprises
two ramped members (198) coupled to a base member (199).
Ramped members (198) are configured to cam staple drivers
(180) vertically relative to lower deck (164). Of course, as
with staple apertures (170), upper wedge sled (196) may have
less than two or more than two ramped members (198). When
lower wedge sled (192) is advanced distally, staple drivers
(140) are cammed vertically such that staples (190), carried
by staple drivers (140), are driven out of staple apertures (130)
of lower cartridge (120). Staples (190) pierce through tissue
(90) and engage staple forming pockets (168) formed in lower
deck (164) of upper cartridge (160). Accordingly, staples
(190) are bent and staple tissue (90). Similarly, when upper
wedge sled (196) is advanced distally, staple drivers (180) are
cammed vertically such that staples (190), carried by staple
drivers (180), are driven out of staple apertures (170) of upper
cartridge (160). Staples (190) pierce through tissue (90) and
engage staple forming pockets (128) formed in upper deck
(124) of lower cartridge (120). Accordingly, staples (190) are
bent and staple tissue (90). As shown in FIG. 7C, opposingly
oriented staples (190) are stapled through tissue (90) using
the present end effector (100) having a lower and upper car-
tridge (120, 160). The user may thenrelease firing trigger (28)
and closure trigger (26) to release the stapled tissue (90). The
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user may then replace lower and upper cartridges (120, 160)
with new lower and upper cartridges (120, 160) to staple a
new section of tissue (90).

Of course other configurations for end effector (100),
lower cartridge (120) and/or upper cartridge (160) will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the
teachings herein. For instance, in some versions a buttress
material (not shown) may be coupled to lower cartridge (120)
and/or upper cartridge (160). Merely exemplary configura-
tions for lower cartridge (120) and/or upper cartridge (160)
having a buttress material are disclosed in U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/233,664, entitled “Surgical Instrument and
Buttress Material, filed Sep. 15, 2011, and published Mar. 21,
2013 as U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2013/0068816; U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/231,064, entitled “Surgical Staple Car-
tridge with Self-Dispensing Staple Buttress,” filed Sep. 13,
2011, and published Mar. 14, 2013 as U.S. Pat. Pub. No.
2013/0062394; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/232,401,
entitled “Surgical Instrument with Fluid Fillable Buttress,”
filed Sep. 14, 2011, and published Mar. 14, 2013 as U.S. Pat.
Pub. No. 2013/0062391; and U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/251,682, entitled “Attachment of Surgical Staple Buttress
to Cartridge,” filed Oct. 3, 2011, published Apr. 4, 2013 as
U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2013/0082086, and issued on Dec. 2, 2014
as U.S. Pat. No. 8,899,464, the disclosures of which are
incorporated by reference herein.

In addition, or in some versions in the alternative, an
adjunct material (e.g., an adhesive, a therapeutic agent, etc.)
may be applied to tissue (90) via lower and/or upper car-
tridges (120, 160). Merely exemplary adjunct deployment
mechanisms that may be incorporated into lower and/or upper
cartridges (120, 160) are described in U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/206,752, entitled “Device for Applying Adjunct
in Endoscopic Procedure,” filed Aug. 10, 2011, and published
Feb. 14, 2013 as U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2013/0037596; U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/206,725, entitled “Surgical
Staple with Localized Adjunct Coating,” filed Aug. 10, 2011,
and published Feb. 14, 2013 as U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2013/
0041406; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/233,633,
entitled “Fibrin Pad Matrix with Suspended Heat Activated
Beads of Adhesive,” filed Sep. 15, 2011, and issued Aug. 26,
2014 as U.S. Pat. No. 8,814,025; U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/233,646, entitled “Surgical Instrument with Filled
Staple,” filed Sep. 15, 2011, and published Mar. 21, 2013 as
U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2013/0068815; U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/230,994, entitled “Resistive Heated Surgical Staple
Cartridge with Phase Change Sealant,” filed Sep. 13, 2011,
published Mar. 14,2013 as U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2013/0062393,
and issued on Apr. 7, 2015 as U.S. Pat. No. 8,998,060; U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/195,170, entitled “Adjunct
Therapy Device Having Driver with Cavity for Hemostatic
Agent,” filed Aug. 1,2011, published Feb. 7,2013 as U.S. Pat.
Pub. No. 2013/0032626, and issued on Apr. 7, 2015 as U.S.
Pat. No. 8,998,059; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/240,
141, entitled “Adjunct Therapy Device for Applying Hemo-
static Agent,” filed Sep. 22, 2011, and published Mar. 28,
2013 as U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2013/0075447; U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/242,164, entitled “Surgical Stapling
Device with Adjunct Material Application Feature,” filed
Sep. 23, 2011, published Mar. 28, 2013 as U.S. Pat. Pub. No.
2013/0075451, and issued on Mar. 24, 2015 as U.S. Pat. No.
8,985,429; and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/240,074,
entitled “Surgical Staple Assembly with Hemostatic Fea-
ture,” filed Sep. 22,2011, and published Mar. 28,2013 as U.S.
Pat. Pub. No. 2013/0075446; the disclosures of which are
incorporated by reference herein.
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Furthermore, while end effector (100) described herein
advanced firing bar (14) distally prior to lower and upper
wedge sleds (192, 196), it should be understood that lower
and upper wedge sleds (192, 196) may precede firing bar (14)
and/or cutting edge (48). For instance, lower and upper wedge
sleds (192, 196) may include a central member (not shown)
that cams actuation members (142, 182) outwardly relative to
the central member. Accordingly, lower and upper wedge
sleds (192, 196) may both vertically orient staple drivers
(140, 180) and cam staple drivers (140, 180) vertically via
ramped members (194, 198). Thus, tissue (90) may initially
be stapled prior to severance by cutting edge (48). In still
another version, lower and upper wedge sleds (192, 196) may
be substantially longitudinally aligned with cutting edge (48)
such that the severance and stapling of tissue (90) occurs
substantially simultaneously. Still other configurations for
end effector (100), lower cartridge (120) and/or upper car-
tridge (160) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
in view of the teachings herein.

B. Exemplary Stamped Dual Staple Cartridges

FIGS. 8A-8B depict an exemplary alternative end effector
(200) configured to receive a lower cartridge (220) and an
upper cartridge (260). It should be understood that instrument
(10) may be readily modified to incorporate end effector
(200). In the present example, end effector (200) includes a
lower jaw (202) and a pivotable upper jaw (210). End effector
(200) is coupled to handle portion (20), described above. In
particular, a clinician may pivotally draw closure trigger (26)
toward pistol grip (24) to cause clamping, or closing, of the
upper jaw (210) toward lower jaw (202) of end effector (200).
In the present example, lower jaw (202) defines a lower recess
(204) configured to receive lower cartridge (220). Lower jaw
(202) further includes a rim (206) that is configured to receive
a resilient lower lip (228) of lower cartridge (220) such that
lower cartridge (220) is selectively coupleable to lower jaw
(202). In addition or in the alternative, lower jaw (202) may
include an open distal end and longitudinal rails (not shown)
onto or below which lower cartridge (220) may be slid. Lower
jaw (202) and/or lower cartridge (220) may include detents or
snap features at a distal end to selectively couple lower car-
tridge (220) to lower jaw (202) when lower cartridge (220) is
slid proximally along the longitudinal rails. Still further,
lower jaw (202) may have detents (not shown) similar to
detents (106) shown in FIGS. 7A-7C. Of course other con-
figurations for inserting and coupling lower cartridge (220) to
lower jaw (202) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the
art in view of the teachings herein.

Upper jaw (210) defines an upper recess (212) configured
to receive upper cartridge (260). Upper jaw (210) further
includes a rim (214) that is configured to receive a resilient
upper lip (268) of upper cartridge (220) such that upper car-
tridge (220) is selectively coupleable to upper jaw (210). In
addition or in the alternative, upper jaw (210) may include an
open distal end and longitudinal rails (not shown) onto or
above which upper cartridge (260) may be slid. Upper jaw
(210) and/or upper cartridge (260) may include detents or
snap features at a distal end to selectively couple upper car-
tridge (260) to upper jaw (210) when upper cartridge (260) is
slid proximally along the longitudinal rails. Still further,
upper jaw (210) may have detents (not shown) similar to
detents (114) shown in FIGS. 7A-7C. Of course other con-
figurations for inserting and coupling upper cartridge (260) to
upper jaw (210) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the
art in view of the teachings herein.

Lower cartridge (220) of the present example comprises a
cartridge body (222), an upper deck (224), a plurality of
interior staple apertures (240), a plurality of exterior staple
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apertures (244), a plurality of staple drivers (250), a vertical
slot (226), and a resilient lower lip (228). Lower cartridge
(220) may be further constructed in accordance with at least
some of the teachings of cartridges (37, 120, 160, 260)
described herein. In the present example, resilient lower lip
(228) is operable to selectively couple lower cartridge (220)
to lower jaw (202) by an interference fit. As shown in FIG. 8A,
upper deck (224) includes vertical slot (226) formed along a
longitudinal axis of lower cartridge (220) and four staple
apertures (240, 244) formed therein—an exterior staple aper-
ture (244) and an interior staple aperture (240) formed on
each side of vertical slot (226). It should be understood that
the four staple apertures (240, 244) are a part of four rows of
staple apertures (240, 244) extending longitudinally along
lower cartridge (220). Moreover, any number of rows of
staple apertures (240, 244) may be formed in upper deck
(224), and the four rows of staple apertures (240, 244) are
merely exemplary. Further still, staple apertures (240, 244)
may be disposed about vertical slot (226) in other configura-
tions. For instance, staple apertures (240, 244) may be sym-
metrically disposed about vertical slot (226) or staple aper-
tures (240, 244) may be asymmetrically disposed about
vertical slot (226). By way of example only, for a curved end
effector (200), a single exterior staple aperture (244) and two
interior staple apertures (240) may be disposed on one side of
vertical slot (226) and a single exterior staple aperture (244)
may be disposed on the opposing side.

In the present example, inner staple apertures (240) are in
communication with substantially vertical recesses (242)
having a staple driver (250) therein. Exterior staple apertures
(244) are in communication with angled recesses (246)
formed at an angle relative to upper deck (224) and also
having a staple driver (250) therein. The angle of angled
recesses (246) may be from 0 degrees to 90 degrees, inclusive.
In the example shown, angled recesses (246) are disposed at
an angle of approximately 15 degrees, though this is merely
illustrative. It should be understood that longer staples (290)
may be included in lower cartridge (220) due to the angling of
staples (290). In other words, lower cartridge (220) may
accommodate relatively larger staples (290) than cartridge
(37), without having to increase the outer diameter of end
effector (200). Furthermore, lower jaw (202) and upper jaw
(210) may be sized to permit more tissue (90) and/or buttress
material (not shown) therebetween due to the reduced lower
cartridge (220) size.

Upper deck (224) ofthe present example further comprises
a plurality of stamped recesses (230) having staple forming
pockets (232) formed therein. Staple forming pockets (232)
are configured to receive and bend portions of staples (290)
that are cammed via staple drivers (286) of upper cartridge
(260), as will be described in more detail below. In the present
example, stamped recesses (230) are substantially vertical
recesses corresponding to the vertical staple apertures (280)
and recesses (282) of upper cartridge (260), though this is
merely optional. Indeed, in some versions stamped recesses
(230) may be angled relative to upper deck (224) in a similar
configuration to exterior stamped recesses (272) described
below. Of course other configurations and orientations for
stamped recesses (230) will be apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art in view of the teachings herein. Vertical slot
(226) extends longitudinally through upper deck (224) and
cartridge body (222) such that firing bar (14) is actuatable
therethrough. In some versions vertical slot (226) is a longi-
tudinally straight slot while in other versions vertical slot
(226) may be curved along the longitudinal axis for a curved
end effector (200).

20

30

40

45

14

Staple drivers (250) of the present example are disposed
within cartridge body (222) and are vertically movable mem-
bers within lower cartridge (220). In some versions staple
drivers (250) are selectively coupled within recesses (242,
246) such that staple drivers (250) are prevented from inad-
vertently actuating relative to cartridge body (222) until a
lower wedge sled (292), described below, engages staple
drivers (250). For instance, staple drivers (250) may be adhe-
sively attached to cartridge body (222). In other versions,
staple drivers (250) may each include a tab (not shown) that is
insertable into a slot (not shown) formed in cartridge body
(222) such that an interference fit or detent fit is formed.
Accordingly, staple drivers (250) are selectively secured rela-
tive to cartridge body (222) even if the user rotates or inverts
end effector (200). Of course other selectively coupleable
configurations will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the
art in view of the teachings herein.

In the present example, a plurality of staples (290) are also
disposed within cartridge body (222) and are disposed above
corresponding staple drivers (250). In particular, each staple
(290) is driven vertically within cartridge body (222) by a
respective staple driver (250) to drive staple (290) out through
an associated staple aperture (240, 244). In some versions
staples (290) are selectively coupled to staple drivers (250)
such that staples (290) are prevented from inadvertently actu-
ating relative to staple drivers (250) until lower wedge sled
(292), described below, engages staple drivers (250) to expel
staples (290) out of staple apertures (240, 244). For instance,
staples (290) may be adhesively attached to staple drivers
(250). In other versions, staples (290) may each include a tab
(not shown) that is insertable into a slot (not shown) formed in
staple drivers (250) such that an interference fit is formed.
Further still, a snap feature may be included on staple drivers
(250) to retain staple (290) with staple driver (250) until
deployed. In some versions, staple drivers (250) may include
a release tab (not shown) that engages a tab (not shown) on
cartridge body (222) to release staple (290) as staple drivers
(250) are actuated vertically. Such a tab on cartridge body
(222) may be at or near upper deck (224) such that staples
(290) are released only when staple driver (250) is at its
vertical actuation peak. Accordingly, staples (290) are selec-
tively secured relative to staple drivers (250) even if the user
rotates or inverts end effector (200). In addition to or in lieu of
being secured to staple drivers (250), staples (290) may be
selectively secured to cartridge body (222), such as by an
interference fit and/or otherwise through friction.

Upper cartridge (260) of the present example comprises a
cartridge body (262), a lower deck (264), a plurality of upper
staple apertures (280), a plurality of staple drivers (286), a
vertical slot (266), and a resilient upper lip (268). Upper
cartridge (260) may be further constructed in accordance with
atleast some of the teachings of cartridges (37,120, 160, 220)
described herein. In the present example, resilient upper lip
(268) is operable to selectively couple upper cartridge (260)
to upper jaw (210) by an interference fit. As shown in FIG. 8A,
lower deck (264) includes vertical slot (266) formed along a
longitudinal axis of upper cartridge (260) and two upper
staple apertures (280) formed on each side of vertical slot
(266). It should be understood that the two staple apertures
(280) are a part of two rows of staple apertures (280) extend-
ing longitudinally along upper cartridge (260), though any
number of staple apertures (280) may be formed in lower
deck (264), and the two staple apertures (280) shown are
merely exemplary. Further still, staple apertures (280) may be
disposed about vertical slot (266) in various configurations.
For instance, both staple apertures (280) may be disposed on
one side of vertical slot (266) for a curved end effector (200).
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In the present example, upper staple apertures (280) are in
communication with substantially vertical recesses (282)
having a staple driver (286) therein. Of course, alternatively,
recesses (282) and staple apertures (280) may be configured
in accordance with exterior staple apertures (244) and/or
angled recesses (246) described above.

Lower deck (264) ofthe present example further comprises
aplurality of stamped recesses (270, 272) having staple form-
ing pockets (278) formed therein. Staple forming pockets
(278) are configured to receive and bend portions of staples
(290) that are cammed via staple drivers (250) of lower car-
tridge (220), as described above. In the present example,
lower deck (264) includes a pair of interior stamped recesses
(270) and a pair of exterior, or “coined,” stamped recesses
(272). Interior stamped recesses (270) comprise substantially
vertical recesses corresponding to the interior staple apertures
(240) and recesses (242) of lower cartridge (220), though this
is merely optional. Exterior stamped recesses (272) comprise
angled recesses corresponding to exterior staple apertures
(244) and angled recesses (246) of lower cartridge (220). Of
course other configurations and orientations for stamped
recesses (270, 272) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in
the art in view of the teachings herein. Vertical slot (266)
extends longitudinally through lower deck (264) and car-
tridge body (262) such that firing bar (14) is actuatable there-
through. In some versions vertical slot (266) is a longitudi-
nally straight slot while in other versions vertical slot (266)
may be curved along the longitudinal axis for a curved end
effector (200).

Staple drivers (286) of the present example are disposed
within cartridge body (262) and are vertically movable mem-
bers within upper cartridge (260). In some versions staple
drivers (286) are selectively coupled within vertical recesses
(282) such that staple drivers (286) are prevented from inad-
vertently actuating relative to cartridge body (262) until an
upper wedge sled (296), described below, engages staple
drivers (286). For instance, staple drivers (286) may be adhe-
sively attached to cartridge body (262). In other versions,
staple drivers (286) may each include a tab (not shown) that is
insertable into a slot (not shown) formed in cartridge body
(262) such that an interference fit is formed. Accordingly,
staple drivers (286) are selectively secured relative to car-
tridge body (262) even if the user rotates or inverts end effec-
tor (200). Of course other selectively coupleable configura-
tions will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art in view
of the teachings herein.

In the present example, a plurality of staples (290) are also
disposed within cartridge body (262) and are disposed below
corresponding staple drivers (286), as shown in FIG. 8A. In
particular, each staple (290) is driven vertically within car-
tridge body (262) by a respective staple driver (286) to drive
staple (290) out through an associated staple aperture (280).
In some versions staples (290) are selectively coupled to
staple drivers (286) such that staples (290) are prevented from
inadvertently actuating relative to staple drivers (286) until
upper wedge sled (296), described below, engages staple
drivers (286) to expel staples (290) out of staple apertures
(280). For instance, staples (290) may be adhesively attached
to staple drivers (286). In other versions, staples (290) may
each include atab (not shown) that is insertable into a slot (not
shown) formed in staple drivers (286) such that an interfer-
ence fitis formed. Further still, a snap feature may be included
on staple drivers (286) to retain staple (290) with staple driver
(286) until deployed. In some versions, staple drivers (286)
may include a release tab (not shown) that engages a tab (not
shown) on cartridge body (262) to release staple (290) as
staple drivers (286) are actuated. Such a tab on cartridge body
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(262) may be at or near lower deck (264) such that staples
(290) are released only when staple driver (286) is at the end
of its actuation movement. Accordingly, staples (290) are
selectively secured relative to staple drivers (286) such that
staples (290) do not disengage from staple drivers (286) due
to the force of gravity. In addition to orin lieu of being secured
to staple drivers (286), staples (290) may be selectively
secured to cartridge body (262), such as by an interference fit
and/or otherwise through friction.

FIGS. 8A-8B depict the firing of firing bar (14) through
lower and upper cartridges (220, 260) to deploy staples (290)
into tissue (90). As shown in FIG. 8A, tissue (90) is secured
between lower jaw (202) and upper jaw (210) after closure
trigger (26) has been actuated. In this initial position, staple
drivers (250, 286) have not been engaged by lower or upper
wedge sleds (292, 296). As mentioned previously, frame (34)
longitudinally slidingly supports a firing drive member that
extends through shaft (23) and communicates a firing motion
from firing trigger (28) to firing bar (14), as shown in FIGS.
1-5. When firing trigger (28) is actuated by a user, firing bar
(14) advances distally relative to handle portion (20). As
firing bar (14) is advanced distally, a pair of pusher blocks
(not shown), such as pusher blocks (80) described above,
each engage a respective wedge sled (292, 296) such that
wedge sleds (292, 296) are pushed distally by the pusher
blocks as firing bar (14) is advanced distally through upper
and lower cartridges (220, 260). As wedge sleds (292, 296)
are actuated distally, each wedge sled (292, 296) engages the
set of respective staple drivers (250, 286) to upwardly cam
staple drivers (250) and downwardly cam staple drivers (286).
In turn, staple drivers (250, 286) drive staples (290) out
through a respective staple aperture (240, 244, 280), through
tissue (90), and into forming contact with a respective staple
forming pocket (232, 278) in a respective stamped recess
(230, 270, 272). In the present example, lower wedge sled
(292) comprises four ramped members (294) (two vertical
interior ramped members (294) and two angled exterior
ramped members (294)) configured to cam staple drivers
(250) toward upper deck (224). Upper wedge sled (296) com-
prises two ramped members (298) configured to cam staple
drivers (286) toward lower deck (264). Of course other con-
figurations for lower wedge sled (292) and/or upper wedge
sled (296) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art in
view of the teachings herein.

As shown in FIG. 8B, cutting edge (48) of firing bar (14)
also advances distally as wedge sleds (292, 296) are advanced
distally. In some versions, cutting edge (48) simultaneously
severs tissue (90) as wedge sleds (292, 296) engage and cam
staple drivers (250, 286), though this is merely optional.
Indeed, cutting edge (48) may be configured to sever tissue
(90) prior to the camming of staple drivers (250, 286) or after
the camming of staple drivers (250, 286). As also shown in
FIG. 8B, firing bar (14) includes a pair of flanges on the top
and bottom ends of firing bar (14) that slide along exterior
channels of the bottom and upper jaws (202, 210). As will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art, the flanges coop-
eratively compress bottom and upper jaws (202, 210) together
to further secure tissue (90) therebetween as firing bar (14) is
actuated distally.

When lower wedge sled (292) is advanced distally, staple
drivers (250) are cammed such that staples (290), driven by
staple drivers (250), are extended out of staple apertures (240,
244) of lower cartridge (220). Staples (290) pierce through
tissue (90) and enter stamped recesses (270, 272) to engage
staple forming pockets (278) formed in lower deck (264) of
upper cartridge (260). Accordingly, staples (290) are bent and
staple tissue (90). Similarly, when upper wedge sled (296) is
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advanced distally, staple drivers (286) are cammed such that
staples (290), driven by staple drivers (286), are extended out
of staple apertures (280) of upper cartridge (260). Staples
(290) pierce through tissue (90) and enter stamped recesses
(230) to engage staple forming pockets (232) formed in upper
deck (224) of lower cartridge (220). Accordingly, staples
(290) are bent and staple tissue (90). As shown in FIG. 8B,
opposingly oriented staples (290) are stapled through tissue
(90) using the present end effector (200) having a lower and
upper cartridge (220, 260). The user may then release firing
trigger (28) and closure trigger (26) to release the stapled
tissue (90). The user may then replace lower and upper car-
tridges (220, 260) with new lower and upper cartridges (220,
260) to staple a new section of tissue (90).

Of course, other configurations for end effector (200),
lower cartridge (220) and/or upper cartridge (260) will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the
teachings herein. For instance, in some versions a buttress
material (not shown) may be coupled to lower cartridge (220)
and/or upper cartridge (260). Merely exemplary configura-
tions for lower cartridge (220) and/or upper cartridge (260)
having a buttress material are described in various references
that are cited and incorporated by reference herein. In addi-
tion, or in some versions in the alternative, an adjunct material
(e.g., an adhesive, a therapeutic agent, etc.) may be applied to
tissue (90) via lower and/or upper cartridges (220, 260).
Merely exemplary adjunct deployment mechanisms that may
be incorporated into lower and/or upper cartridges (220, 260)
are described in various references that are cited and incor-
porated by reference herein. Still other suitable configura-
tions for end effector (200), lower cartridge (220), and/or
upper cartridge (260) will be apparent to one of ordinary skill
in the art in view of the teachings herein.

While certain configurations of exemplary surgical instru-
ments have been described, various other ways in which the
surgical instruments may be configured will be apparent to
those of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings
herein. By way of example only, the surgical instruments
referred to herein may be constructed in accordance with at
least some of the teachings of U.S. Pat. No. 4,805,823; U.S.
Pat. No. 5,415,334; U.S. Pat. No. 5,465,895; U.S. Pat. No.
5,597,107, U.S. Pat. No. 5,632,432; U.S. Pat. No. 5,673,840;
U.S. Pat. No. 5,704,534; U.S. Pat. No. 5,814,055; U.S. Pat.
No. 6,978,921; U.S. Pat. No. 7,000,818; U.S. Pat. No. 7,143,
923; U.S. Pat. No. 7,303,108; U.S. Pat. No. 7,367,485; U.S.
Pat. No. 7,380,695; U.S. Pat. No. 7,380,696; U.S. Pat. No.
7,404,508; U.S. Pat. No. 7,434,715; and U.S. Pat. No. 7,721,
930.

It should be appreciated that any patent, publication, or
other disclosure material, in whole or in part, that is said to be
incorporated by reference herein is incorporated herein only
to the extent that the incorporated material does not conflict
with existing definitions, statements, or other disclosure
material set forth in this disclosure. As such, and to the extent
necessary, the disclosure as explicitly set forth herein super-
sedes any conflicting material incorporated herein by refer-
ence. Any material, or portion thereof, that is said to be
incorporated by reference herein, but which conflicts with
existing definitions, statements, or other disclosure material
set forth herein will only be incorporated to the extent that no
conflict arises between that incorporated material and the
existing disclosure material.

Embodiments of the present invention have application in
conventional endoscopic and open surgical instrumentation
as well as application in robotic-assisted surgery. For
instance, those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that
various teaching herein may be readily combined with vari-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18
ous teachings of U.S. Pat. No. 6,783,524, entitled “Robotic
Surgical Tool with Ultrasound Cauterizing and Cutting
Instrument,” published Aug. 31, 2004, the disclosure of
which is incorporated by reference herein.

Embodiments of the devices disclosed herein can be recon-
ditioned for reuse after at least one use. Reconditioning may
include any combination of the steps of disassembly of the
device, followed by cleaning or replacement of particular
pieces, and subsequent reassembly. In particular, embodi-
ments of the devices disclosed herein may be disassembled,
and any number of the particular pieces or parts of the devices
may be selectively replaced or removed in any combination.
Upon cleaning and/or replacement of particular parts,
embodiments of the devices may be reassembled for subse-
quent use either at a reconditioning facility, or by a surgical
team immediately prior to a surgical procedure. Those skilled
in the art will appreciate that reconditioning of a device may
utilize a variety of techniques for disassembly, cleaning/re-
placement, and reassembly. Use of such techniques, and the
resulting reconditioned device, are all within the scope of the
present application.

By way of example only, embodiments described herein
may be processed before surgery. First, a new or used instru-
ment may be obtained and if necessary cleaned. The instru-
ment may then be sterilized. In one sterilization technique,
the instrument is placed in a closed and sealed container, such
asaplastic or TYVEK bag. The container and instrument may
then be placed in a field of radiation that can penetrate the
container, such as gamma radiation, x-rays, or high-energy
electrons. The radiation may kill bacteria on the instrument
and in the container. The sterilized instrument may then be
stored in the sterile container. The sealed container may keep
the instrument sterile until it is opened in a medical facility. A
device may also be sterilized using any other technique
known in the art, including but not limited to beta or gamma
radiation, ethylene oxide, or steam.

Having shown and described various embodiments of the
present invention, further adaptations of the methods and
systems described herein may be accomplished by appropri-
ate modifications by one of ordinary skill in the art without
departing from the scope of the present invention. Several of
such potential modifications have been mentioned, and others
will be apparent to those skilled in the art. For instance, the
examples, embodiments, geometrics, materials, dimensions,
ratios, steps, and the like discussed above are illustrative and
are not required. Accordingly, the scope of the present inven-
tion should be considered in terms of the following claims and
is understood not to be limited to the details of structure and
operation shown and described in the specification and draw-
ings.

We claim:
1. An apparatus comprising:
(a) an instrument comprising:

i. a body portion, and

ii. an end effector extending proximally from the body
portion, wherein the end effector comprises a lower
jaw and a upper jaw;

(b) alower staple cartridge insertable into the lower jaw of
the end effector, the lower staple cartridge comprising:

i. a first cartridge body having an upper deck, the upper
deck comprising a first plurality of staple apertures
formed therein,

ii. a first plurality of staple drivers movable relative to the
first cartridge body, wherein at least one staple driver
of the first plurality of staple drivers is pivotably
coupled to an actuation member, and



comprises a vertical slot, wherein the vertical slot extends
longitudinally through a portion of the upper deck, and
wherein the vertical slot defines a first side of the upper deck
and a second side of the upper deck.

member is operable to pivot the first staple driver to a position
in which the first staple driver is substantially perpendicular
relative to the upper deck and wherein the second actuation
member is operable to pivot the second staple driver to a
position in which the second staple driver is substantially
perpendicular relative to the upper deck.
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iii. a first plurality of staples in communication with the
first plurality of staple drivers, wherein the first plu-
rality of staples are movable relative to the first car-
tridge body; and

(c) anupper staple cartridge insertable into the upper jaw of >
the end effector, the upper staple cartridge comprising:

i. a second cartridge body having an lower deck, the
lower deck comprising a second plurality of staple
apertures formed therein,

ii. a second plurality staple drivers movable relative to
the second cartridge body, and

iii. a second plurality of staples in communication with
the second plurality of staple drivers, wherein the
second plurality of staples are movable relative to the
second cartridge body.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the first plurality of

10
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staple drivers are disposed at an angle relative to the upper
deck, and wherein the first plurality of staple drivers are at a
non-perpendicular angle relative to the upper deck.
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3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the actuation member

is operable to pivot the at least one staple driver to a position
in which the at least one staple driver is substantially perpen-
dicular relative to the upper deck.

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the instrument further 25

comprises a longitudinally actuatable firing bar, wherein the
firing bar is operable to laterally actuate the actuation member
relative to the first cartridge body.

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the upper deck further o

6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein a first staple driver of

the first plurality of staple drivers is disposed below the first
side of the upper deck and wherein a second staple driver of
the first plurality of staple drivers is disposed below the sec-
ond side of the upper deck.

7. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the first staple driveris 49

pivotably coupled to a first actuation member, wherein the
second staple driver is pivotably coupled to a second actua-
tion member.

8. The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the first actuation
45
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9. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the upper deck of the

lower staple cartridge comprises a set of staple forming pock-
ets, wherein the second plurality of staple drivers are operable
to actuate the second plurality of staples into communication
with the plurality of staple forming pockets.

55

10. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the lower staple

cartridge comprises a lower wedge sled and wherein the
lower wedge sled is operable to drive the first plurality of
staple drivers relative to the first cartridge body.
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11. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the second plurality

of'staple drivers are disposed at an angle relative to the lower
deck, and wherein the second plurality of staple drivers are at
a non-perpendicular angle relative to the lower deck.

12. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the instrument com- 65

prises a closure trigger, wherein the closure trigger is operable
to pivot the upper jaw relative to the lower jaw.
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13. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the instrument com-
prises a firing trigger, wherein the firing trigger is operable to
actuate the first plurality of staple drivers and the second
plurality of staple drivers.

14. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the lower deck of the
upper staple cartridge comprises a plurality of staple forming
pockets, wherein the first plurality of staple drivers are oper-
able to actuate the first plurality of staples into communica-
tion with the plurality of staple forming pockets.

15. A staple cartridge comprising:

(a) a cartridge body having an upper deck, the upper deck

comprising:

i. a plurality of staple apertures formed through the
upper deck, and

ii. a vertical slot longitudinally extending through at
least part of the cartridge body, wherein the vertical
slot defines a first side of the cartridge body and a
second side of the cartridge body;

(b) a first staple driver disposed within the first side of the
cartridge body, wherein the first staple driver is movable
relative to the upper deck;

(c) a second staple driver disposed within the second side
of the cartridge body, wherein the second staple driver is
movable relative to the upper deck;

(d) a first staple in communication with the first staple
driver;

(e) a second staple in communication with the second
staple driver;

wherein the first staple driver is configured to pivot
between a positive oblique orientation and a perpendicu-
lar orientation relative to the upper deck;

wherein the second staple driver is configured to pivot
between a negative oblique orientation and a perpen-
dicular orientation relative to the upper deck.

16. The staple cartridge of claim 15 wherein the first staple
driver is pivotably coupled to a first actuation member,
wherein the second staple driver is pivotably coupled to a
second actuation member, wherein the first actuation member
and the second actuation member are operable to pivot the
first staple driver and the second staple driver to the perpen-
dicular orientation relative to the upper deck.

17. The staple cartridge of claim 16 further comprising a
wedge sled disposed within the cartridge body, wherein the
wedge sled is operable to actuate the first actuation member
and the second actuation member.

18. An apparatus comprising:

(a) an instrument comprising:

i. a body portion, and

ii. an end effector extending proximally from the body
portion, wherein the end effector comprises a lower
jaw and a upper jaw;
(b) alower staple cartridge insertable into the lower jaw of
the end effector, the lower staple cartridge comprising:
i. a first cartridge body having an upper deck, the upper
deck comprising a first plurality of staple apertures
formed therein, the upper deck further comprising a
plurality of staple forming pockets,

ii. a first plurality of staple drivers movable relative to the
first cartridge body, and

iii. a first plurality of staples in communication with the
first plurality of staple drivers, wherein the first plu-
rality of staples are movable relative to the first car-
tridge body; and

(c) an upper staple cartridge insertable into the upper jaw of
the end effector, the upper staple cartridge comprising:
i. a second cartridge body having an lower deck, the

lower deck comprising a second plurality of staple
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ii.
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apertures formed therein, the lower deck further com-
prising a plurality of staple forming pockets, wherein
the staple forming pockets are oriented at an angle
relative to the lower deck, wherein the first plurality of
staple drivers of the lower staple cartridge are oper-
able to actuate the first plurality of staples into com-
munication with the plurality of staple forming pock-
ets of the upper staple cartridge,

a second plurality staple drivers movable relative to
the second cartridge body, and

iii. a second plurality of staples in communication with

the second plurality of staple drivers, wherein the
second plurality of staples are movable relative to the
second cartridge body, wherein the second plurality
of staple drivers are operable to actuate the second
plurality of staples into communication with the plu-
rality of staple forming pockets of the lower staple
cartridge.
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